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Pandukuli- From Prehistoric Paleolithic, to Protohistoric 
Chalcolithic and Historic Monuments 


K. V. RAMAKRISHNA Rao 


Introduction 


‘The association of the prehistoric and Chalcolithic sites with the places popularly known as Pandu, 
Pandava etc., has been all India phenomenon. The West Bengal and Karnataka examples are first given 
for illustrative purposes, proceeding to South India specifically, where, Pandukuli, Pandukal, etc., and 
host of words with pandu / pandava adjectives have been used for the prehistoric and protohistoric 
sites. Pandu Rajar Dhibi' is an archaeological site in Ausgram II block in the Sadar North subdivision 
of Purba Bardhaman district in the Indian state of West Bengal, had been the first Chalcolithic site 
discovered in West Bengal. The main mound at Pandu Rajar Dhibi has been associated with King 
Pandu mentioned in the epic Mahabharata, hence the name came into being from the folklore, dated 
to 1600-750 BCE. Five seasons (1961-62 to 1964-65) of excavation were conducted by P.C. Dasgupta” 
and one season (1984-85) by D.K. Ray and B.N. Samanta®. Excavations revealed a sequence of five 
periods: 


¢ Period I — Chacolithic (the first one was pre-metallic in as much as no metal was found in it) 
¢ Period II - Chalcolithic, 


¢ Period II - Early Iron Age (transitional -overlapping of Chalcolithic age and Iron age 
implements), 


¢ Period IV-Late Iron Age and 
¢ Period V-Historical (early historic and the sixth to Pala or early medieval times). 


The Chalcolithic phase is represented by ceramics, structures, hearths, burials, copper, bone, stone 
and terracotta objects, and plant and faunal remains. Iron slag is also reported to occur at the upper 
level of this phase. 

Coming to Karnataka, Pandavapura in Mandya, has been noted for the prehistoricand protohistoric 
sites. Proto historic sites like Kuntibetta and Srirangapattana, Belakavadi, Muthatti etc., have been 
discovered in the Pandavapura taluk. Excavations carried out at Kuntibetta have brought out remnants 
belonging to Old Sone Age, New Stone Age, Iron Age are early historic period cultures. The Pandavas, 
during their exile into the forests had come to stay at ‘Dodda yade’ or “Hiri yade, changed to ‘kiriya 
yade’ Chikka yade and now Chikkade and Bheema killed the demon Bakasura at that place. The so- 
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called “Kuntibetta the hill has thus got the link of Mahabharatha to its background and foundation. 
Bhimanakandi hill (Kanakapur taluk) on the border of Malavalli taluk is a place that had a definite 
contact with Pandavas. Archaeologist Robert Bruce Foot had excavated the remains of the Neolithic 
and Megalithic age implements found in the surroundings of Kuntibetta in Pandavapura taluk of the 
Mandya district*. Therefore, the historical consciousness interwoven and percolating through common 
men of India cannot be brushed aside as myth, as from myth only, mythistory is evolved leading to 
history. In fact, the European explorers had been locating such sites only by enquiring Pandukulis and 
Pandukals. 

Pandukuli: Manuscripts compiled, available and others: About “Pandhukuli,” the European 
explorers, colonial rulers and company researchers of all sorts had taken extraordinary interest, amazing 
enthusiasm and weird tomb-raiding tendencies in collecting all information in every form and also 
started excavating the sites. These exercises started in the 18" century itself with full vigor applied 
during the 19" century, as evident from the collection of manuscripts of the subject matter. Some of 
them, as found from the manuscript collection are listed here for discussion’: 


Manuscript No Title in Tamil English translation 

D.3902 LL? eron LIT6OOTL=° 551) eueomaye History of Paduvur Pandukkuzhi 

D.3826 LIL? ATO LIT60OTL=> 51) History of Treasure of Pandukkuzhis of 
LOH OVITSTEML FHL LPH OWI Paduvur and other places. 
eujeomny 

D. 3821 LIT60OTL=° 5&1) eulyeumaye History of Pandukkuzhi 

D. 3915 LIT6OOIL=° SLA SoTL COW eeGag History Pandukkuzhi with special 
eujeumaye emphasize to it. 


That the manuscripts were numbered differently prove that many manuscripts were available, 
as they were nothing but, books of the period available everywhere. The Pandukulis have been there 
throughout South India in many places and they were / are known with the characteristic terminology 
conveying the same meaning and historical background. 


¢ In Malayalam, there is not much difference in terminology and usage — Lop 
(SLA), (0 AVWIM 0 (LNFIMEVTLD, LOWITSVTLD), N2aO (HHO), JM MN (GP6vi Ny”), 
IDEM WADA 2AM / ADEM WIE &JY¥1 (LITSOOIL CUS EP LAN) ete. 


¢ In Telugu, also, the expressions, Ros5o% (Pit), Soe (hill), oot (ditch), s%rdo 
(cavity), &eo (crater), “os (cave), to¥eo (temple), &e5e, soe5%ee (mound), 
nxor% (tomb) these have been used with s»0cé5 / S»ogaow, as Sotdow Sods, SoH 
(odd, Sots to¥en, Socdow o¥en, Srotsadow soe5hede, srocaow See, srocssow 
Mood, GEIXD Moreh, oeS&x Cireven, Sok Hares, Srodsoo wrod , SPossmo BAA, 
Mots sr, Sodssow Mos5o% to denote various rock structures pointing to 
different types of burials. 


e« In Kannada, there is no difference, 3e0@8 (Pandava), ®e0@ (Pandu) are used 
with & (pit), Ma (cave), 2e3*e3 (hill), e*e (mound), Barve (burial), Teev” 
(tomb), BeB*ssu*en, etc. 

A careful reading of them show that not only the history, but also prehistory, protohistory, 

archaeology, lithic technology, tools, tool-making, metallurgy, different types of stone-burials, grave 
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goods and related subjects have been explained in the Indian characteristic way of narrative. A 
demythologization of them could be a guide book for the students of those subjects, as they contain 
such data, details and information’. The westerners demythologized the narratives of Herodotus and 
made him “father of history,” i.e, the myth of ants bringing gold, that too, of dog size; Indian men with 
three eyes, eye in stomach; cloths growing in trees and so on, are made to ignore or forget. Therefore, 
these manuscripts should be studied critically on the issue. 


Different expressions used for Pandukulis 


In the Tamil manuscripts mentioned above, what are the expressions used for Pandukulis have been 

mentioned and their significance are to be noted. Here, interesting briefs given, but exact details the 

Pandukulis provided in the manuscripts are noted: 

e The Panukkuzhis were known in different names — Padukuzhi, Padaikkuzhi, Pandu Samadhi, 
Pandaval kuzhi, Pandaval temple, Vedar kudi, Kurumbar kudi, Vali kudi, Rakhsachal veedu, 
Kurangu paru etc’. 


¢ ‘These were found at the villages of Paduvur, Vallam, Mummai, Chingleput, Nantham, Aniyur, 
Kunnathur, Avatthur, Uththiramerur, Ayarpakkam, Vilapakkattu Tirupaamalai etc. 


e These Pandukkuzhis are also available at Chittor, Tiruttani, Bhawani, Western Ghats, etc., 
¢ The different expressions, are explained as follows: 

¢ Pandukuzhi = the pit / trench belong to the most ancient forefathers 

¢ Padu kuzhi = the place of grandmother 

¢ Padaikuzhi = the place where bier is kept 

¢ Pandu Samadhi = where Pandu keep the dead bodies 

¢ Pandaval koil = the temple of the most ancient forefathers 

¢ Vedar kudi = settlement of Vedar (hunters) 

¢ Kurumbar kudi = settlement of Kurumbars (hunters, explorers, seafarers) 


¢ Vali kudi = abode of persons with tail (implying evolution of hominids to homosapiens to 
homoerectus) 


¢ Kurangu paru = living place of grown monkeys. 


‘Thus, it is interesting to note that the nomenclature used and the places where available have been 
mentioned in the manuscripts dated to some 200-150 years ago. 


Detailed explanation for the expressions used 


‘The description and explanation given in the manuscripts characteristically started with Salivahana 
and end with medieval period covering the four traditional ages of the ancient Indian literature. The 
narrative goes in this way in Tamil and its English translation is given: 


¢ What history says about it is, when the world was about to be destroyed with fire, as per the 
advice of the astrologers / astronomers, the people were warned to take shelters in the hilly and 
forest areas by constructing houses below the ground with their required things and they lived 
accordingly. 

¢ At that time, there was rain of gold and the people who came out to gather, were perished in the 
fire. The fire also entered their rocky shelters, as they opened the doors. Yet, those who escaped, 
continued to live and they were called Padu kudu = the people who suffered, escaped and lived. 
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¢ According to another history, a people group lived with name Panduvar during the Dwapara-yuga 
(before 3102 BCE’). They were like pigmies lived by eating raw vegetables and fruits. They mate 
their women just like animals (implying non-existence of family system), but, they were capable 
of breaking hills, removing rocky blocks and build stone houses for living underground. As they 
perished at the end of the era, those Kuzhis were called as Panduvar kuzhis. 


¢ During the Mahabharat period, as the Pandavas were exiled and they lived incognito life, they 
went on building such hideout houses wherever they went during their exile period of 13 years. 
That is why those rocky-dwellings were called as Pandaval kuzhi. 


¢ As Mother Goddess like Nilamugari were worshipped with sacrifices invoking to save them from 
natural calamities, they took shelter in the hilly and forest areas building such houses. Thus, the 
places of worship were known as Pandaval Kovil, the temple of Pandavas. 


e After deluge, the earth surface was covered with dense forests and the Vedar (hunters) slowly cut off 
the trees, built houses and started living there. Thus, they were called as Vedar kudi. 

¢ As later, the Kurumbas’ occupied their places, the settlement was known as Kurumbr kudi. 

¢ According to another history, during the Ramayana period, both the people with tails and without 
tails, but looking like apes lived and they were very wild and strong. They were capable of cutting 
rocks, scooping out hills to create caves and lift boulders easily. Thus, they built many stone houses. 
They also perished at the end of the eon, such left-out places were known as Val kudi and Kurangu 
paru. 


¢ Later came more violent and rufhan type men called Rakshasas, living in forests rocky areas building 
such houses. Thus, they were called Rakshasa veedu, houses. 
¢ Then came evolved men with the longevity of 900-1000-1900 years and they were laid like dead, 
but did not die. Thus, they were kept in such underground cellars with required items taking care 
of by others. They kept separately, as they die their houses would be become impure and defiled. 
After the death, the door / opening would be closed and sealed. Such stone burial places were 
called as Pandu kuzhi, Padai kudi, padu kudi, Pandaval Samadhi and so on. 
¢ The stone burial forms had been many — 
¢ Square, or with four sides of different forms and shapes (Irregular Polygonal Chamber, IPC) 
¢ Small and bigger sizes 
* Covered and uncovered categories 
¢ ‘They were categorized as rich and poor depending upon the value of the grave goods. 
¢ Most of them were with ordinary goods like pottery, vases, weapons, relic pot, and used items 
(of the dead). 
‘Thus, the reading of the manuscripts proves that the evolution of man, the geological formation, 
development of man from monkey, ape from prehistoric periods to protohistoric passing the stages of 
hunting-gathering to farming to settled life. 


Archaeological interpretation of the description of Pandukuzhis 


The manuscripts mentioned and detailed have been very explicit in many aspects. Thus, the 
demythologization of the narratives has been minimal. They are interpreted in the archaeological and 
anthropological perspectives, as follows: 

1. The evolution of man from the Indian four ages — Kruta, Treta, Dwapara and Kali are implied 
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with the associated metals — Gold, silver, copper and Iron. Thus, the transition of lithic to 
lithic-metallic, lithic-metallic to metallic and metallic cultures can be noted. 


The details of stone usage for pit burial have been described meticulously implying cairn, 
dolmen, dolmenoid cist, irregular polygonal chamber (IPC), menhir, orthostat, pothole, rock- 
shelter, sarcophagus, stone alignment, stone circle etc. 


As the constructions of stone shelters of different varieties were described, the excavated details 
could be easily understood, through reverse process, as the archaeological excavations destroy 
the originality of the construction and connected evidences. 


‘The underground cellar constructional details match with the excavated stratigraphical layers. 
The bottom to top — Paleolithic, Mesolithic, chalcolithic, Neolithic, megalithic cultures and 
also with the subsequent metallic usages. 


‘The characteristic description of evolving men as pigmy, man with tail, wild ape like man, 
living in dense forests and hilly areas prove the transformation of man from hominid to 
homosapien to homoerectus. 


The narratives of gold, silver, copper and iron prove the progressive metallurgical skills of 
Paleolithic men to megalithic; prehistoric to protohistoric. As for as the ancient history is 
concerned, such experts of metallurgy, though, found in the overlapping Paleolithic, chalcolitic 
periods, they are prehistoric and protohistoric too. 


‘The ontogeny, phylogeny and epigenetic processes involved can also easily be recognized and 
appreciated. However, the origin, development and establishment of script, language and 
literature of men are still doubted. The dating of the Vedic period to c.1500-1200 BCE can 
be noted. 

‘The transformation of God to Goddess also establish the gender upgrading with family 
formation, society and settled life. 

Replacement of the settlements by Pandavas, Panduvar, Vedar, Kurumbar etc., confirm the 
natural and as well as forced displacements taking place. These are variously interpreted by 
historians as struggle among the Hindus, Jains and Buddhists’®. 

‘These stone structures, burial places and places of worship were definitely belong to Paleolithic 
to megalithic and protohistoric evidences. 


Panddukulis, cromlechs or Kistvaens 


The Pandukulis were well-known to the European explorers, oriental researchers and colonial masters. 


Many times, they characteristically noted them as “kistvaens” in the writings!'. James William Breeks 
(1830-1872) dealing with Pandukulis, equated them with cromlechs or kistvaens'? and noted that 
they were built by the pigmies called Panduras'*. Understanding the problem of using such terms in 


the prehistoric Indian context, he first clarified the terms, “Zhe terms Cairn, Cromlech, Kistvaen, @c. 


have been used so vaguely and received such different meanings from different authors that it seems better to 
begin by defining clearly the meaning attached to each in this report”: He explained the terms as follows: 


By cairn, then, is meant a circular enclosure formed either by a rough stone wall, or heap, or 
by single stones. Toda, Phin; Badaga, Hok-kallu, navel stone (Plates XXXII, XXXIV). 


By barrow, a mound of earth encircled by a ditch, and sometimes also by one or more circles 
of stones. Badaga, Pongui, gold-pit (Plate XXXV). 
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¢ By kist-vaen, a vault of large stone slabs, closed on every side, but sometimes with a round hole 
in one of the walls, with or without a surrounding stone circle or tumulus. Badaga, Moriaru 
mane, Morier’s houses (Plate LXIV) 


¢ By cromlech, a similar enclosure open on one side. 


¢ When these contain sculptured slabs, they are called by the Badagas, Sela kallu, by the 
Kurumbas and Irulas, Bira kallu, stones of a hero, and by Todas and Kotas Pandavaru mane, 
Pandava’s houses (Plates XLV, &c.) 


¢ Those without sculptures are called by the Badagas, Gattige kallu, throne or seat stones, and 
the modern ones used by the Kurumbas are called kallu, hero stones, or Saxumane. 


¢ The Azaram is a circle of stones, in which the relics preserved from a Toda green funeral are 
burnt, the ashes being buried under one of the stones. 


As the Toda, Badaga, languages have been mixture of Tamil, Kannda and Telugu, their expressions 
can easily be recognized and understood. Thus, the transition taking place from prehistoric to megalithic 
to historic to medieval period can be noted. The Hero-stones (nadukal, Veerakal, Mastikal etc.,) were 
with inscriptions dated to the medieval periods. In other words, as the Todas, Kotas, Kurumbas and 
Irulas had been continuously living there with little contacts from others, such continued and sustained 
patterns could be noted. 

Excavations of Pandukulis started in the 19™ century itself: More important, J.W. Breeks, the 
then Commissioner of the Nilagiris, pointed out that'‘, “British Archaeology has suffered very much from 
the want of a fixed nomenclature. This has caused a great deal of confusion. The same names and terms have 
been used for the most different remains and Worsaae’s own nomenclature depends on the division of Stone 
and Bronze Periods, and is inapplicable to India.” Here, the important points to be noted are — 


1. The same names and terms have been used for the most different remains. 

2. Worsaae’s own nomenclature depends on the division of Stone and Bronze Periods and 
3. Such divisions are not applicable to India. 
4 


In other words, they knew that the Indian Paleolithic and metallic cultures have been found 
together, as noted in the stratigraphical layers of excavated sites. 


5. Many times, the chalcolithics and megalthis are found together. 


He specifically had dealt with cairns and cromlechs with hundreds of sketches with cross-sections 
and many photographs appended". He had also given the description and photographs of the objects 
found in the cairns and cromlechs. Interestingly, his excavations started from July 7* 1871 to April 
26" 1872, as he recorded from the diary entries about the digging done, objects recovered etc. He 
also mentioned the persons who were interested or involved in the subject matter — Sir A. Arbuthnot, 
Colonel H. Congreve, Sir Walter Elliot, Ritcher, Colonel Wilks, Dr Pope, Peely, Colonel Meadows 
Taylor, J.A.C. Bosewell, Minchin, Sir W. Denison, William Fraser, Captain R. A. Cole, Rev. Maurice 
Phillips, Captain Sargeaunt and others. Thus, these experts were either involved in the excavations or 
dealing with the objects recovered, before and contemporary to him during the 19 century. Here, 
how excavators like Pope, Caldwell, Mateer, Lukis, Phillips, and others have been the members of 
Society of Jesus'®. In the sessions of the International Congresses on prehistoric Archaeology, these 
experts were found to be together discussing and debating the issues of India. 

Edgar Thuston gives narratives in his own way about the Pandukulis: According to Edgar 
Thruston’’, the Pandava temples, pandu kulis or kistvaens, referred to above are, Mr. Walhouse writes, 
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“..in many places believed to have been built by a dwarf race a cubit high, who could nevertheless lift the 
huge stones with ease. I have heard, too, of a large mound near Chingleput, not far from Madras, surrounded 
by kistvaens, and inhabited by a bearded race of Pandayar three feet high, ruled by a king who lives in the top 
of the mound. One of the native notions respecting pandu kulis is that men of old constructed them for the 
purpose of hiding treasure. Hence it is that antiquaries find so many have been ransacked. It is also believed 
that spells were placed over them as a guard, the strongest being to bury a man alive in the cairn, and bid 
his ghost protect the deposit against any but the proprietor. ‘The ghost would conceal the treasure from all 
strangers, or only be compelled to disclose it by a human sacrifice being offered.” Then, he went on to note 
how Rey. S. Mateer and Alexander Rea'* were excavating tumuli and prehistoric burial respectively. 
He explained’? under “Prehistoric antiquities: Archaeology”, with photographs of Paleolithic and 
Neolithic implements, dolmens and dolmen-like graves, “The kistuaens (underground stone chambers or 
vaults) are called by natives Pandu kulis, or pits of the Pandava heroes of the Mahabharata. According to 
tradition, they were constructed for the purpose of concealing treasure, and this may possibly account for so 
many of them having been ransacked. It is further believed that spells were placed over them as a guard, the 
strongest of which was to bury a man alive in the vault, and order his ghost to protect the treasure against 
VODOENS: 5 ares siirewis be The dolmens, or stone tables of upright stones with a cap-stone resting on them, are 
believed to have been built by a race of Pandava dwarfs a cubit high, who were nevertheless able to lift 
the huge stones with ease....... The Badagas of the Nilgiris have turned the dolmens into sacred places, not 
looking on them as temples, but as actual gods. ..... When it was proposed to remove some of the stones to a 
museum, the Badagas remonstrated, saying, “They are our gods,”. 0.0.0.0. scseveues The jungle Kurumbas of 
the Nllgiris are said to come up annually to worship at a dolmen on the higher hills, in which one of their 
gods is believed to reside.” Thus, it is evident that the burial places were already subjected to excavations 
by the European experts. They might have also engaged as “tomb-raiders” excavating out treasures. 

The claiming of antiquity to Pandukuli is myth, history, mythistory, prehistory or 
protohistory?: Walter Elliot noted that, the great antiquity of these structures is shown by the “absurd 
traditions” of the present inhabitants regarding them”. “They are ascribed,’ says a manuscript account 
of those in the Arcot district”', prepared for Colonel Mackenzie, Surveyor-General of India,’ - 

1. Toa desire of obtaining shelter from a predicted shower of fire about the beginning of the era 

of Salivahana, (starting with 78 CE), 


To certain pigmies, that lived towards the end of the Dwapara-yuga. 
To the five Pandavas, as a refuge from the persecution of Duryodhana. 

4. To the votaries of an ancient goddess, named Nila mucari, for the offer of her monthly 
sacrifices. 

5. To the Vedar and Curumbar (huntsmen and savages of former days), as places of protection 
for their wives and children from wild beasts. 

6. To certain men in the time of Rama, who had monkey’s tails, whence these pits are by some 
called vali kudi, or “tail houses.” 
To Racshasas or demons, as places of safety for their families. 

8. To a custom of very early times after the deluge, when men lived so long as to be a burden 
to themselves and their relatives, so that the latter put them into earthen receptacles, with a 
supply of provisions, and left them to die.’ 


Here, the translation is retained and it can be compare with the above, to prove that how important 
facts have been suppressed. Babington also pointed out that similar traditions were there in Kerala, 
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attributing the origin of such prehistoric burials to Pandavas or the Five sons of Pandu. Pandu kuli, 
literally “house of the Pandus.’ In India every remnant of antiquity, of which no better account can be 
given, is said to have been the work of the five Pandus, the heroes of the Maha Bharata, during their 
twelve years exile from Hastinapur, when they wandered over the whole of India. Elliot’s dating, “For 
Pandukulis 1600-2000 / 1750-2150 YBP can be given,” is intriguing. Bibington also noted that he 
destroyed the excavated sites**. However, based on “Aryan-Dravidian” racial interpretation, Indian 
scholars like K. Rajan” has gone to a different interpretation of “appropriation of the megalithic burials 
as cult spots and temples.” Incidentally, he too quotes Babington™, but, sticks to “appropriation” 
hypothesis. A demythologization process of the mythical claims of the prehistoric evidences points to 
megalithic and transition period of prehistoric to protohistoric, filtering myth and mythistory, the pre 
and protohistoric evidences can be recognized, considered and interpreted. 


Pandukuli — explained by Sir Walter Elliot with the Nilgiris burials (1868) 


Sir Walter Elliot explained the “Pandu-kulis” as found in the Nilgiris and comparing with that of in 
Kerala with sketches (Nilagiri sepulchral remains)”. 
Explanation of the Plates illustrating Indian Sepulchral Remains: 
1. PI. I. fig. 1. A paudu-kuli, of the kind called topi-kal; Malabar. 
2. Fig. 2, 3. A pandu-kuli of the kind called kodi-kal ; being a subterranean chamber, covered by 
a large convex stone, underneath which is deposited an earthen-vase, fig. 2; Malabar. 
N.B. The word pandu-kuli signifies the ‘ pit or hole of the Pandus “ from Paudu, a name of 
celebrated Indian princes, and kuli, or kuzhi, a ‘ pit, ‘ excavation,’ &c. LIT6OOT L-°S&? 1p 
3. Fig. 4. A pandu-kuli of the commonest form, constructed of four stone slabs covered by 
a fifth. They are generally above ground, but are sometimes found under the surface, and 
covered with earth. Some have a hole in the centre, or at the upper side of the front stone; 
others have none. They are occasionally surrounded by one or more concentric circles of small 
stones, or by a circle and a parallelogram. From all parts of Southern India. 
4, Fig. 5. A concave, excavated tomb, lined with large upright slabs; Nilagiri Hills. 
Fig. 6. A tomb of the sort called ‘ p’hin,’ by the Hill people, on the tops of hills. The artist has, 
of his own fancy, introduced a figure, to show the relative size of the structure, but which is 
inappropriate, inasmuch as none of the inhabitants use bows and arrows. 
6. PI. IL. fig. 7. A circle formed of large upright slabs of stone ; Nilagiris. 
Fig. 8. A wide circle of small stones loosely piled on each other; Nilagiris. 
N.B. In the tomb here represented these two kinds of circles have been conjoined, so as to 
form a single tomb or deposit—a very unusual circumstance. 
7. Fig. 9. Section through the two circles, showing the surface soil removed, and displaying the 
horizontal stones covering the deposits. 
Fig. 10. A conical tumulus, surrounded by a fosse; Nilagiris. 
Fig. 11. Section through the line a to b, showing the horizontal stones under which the 
remains, &¢c. are found. 
‘These excavations are stated to be of various fashions, and sizes, and some have the appearance 
of being tombs of great or distinguished men. Tradition states, that great wealth was most certainly 
discovered and carried away from some of these excavations**. Thus, here, the “Pandu-kulis,” “Nilagiri 
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sepulchral remains” and the illustrations of Kerala prove that they are nothing but, menhir, dolmenoid 
cist / dolmen, topical, kundan kudai (hood stone), cairn circle, multiple hood stones, stone alignment, 
urn burial, port hole cist, transepted cist, sacrophagus cist and so on, falling under the categories of 
chalcoliths and megaliths from c.3000 to 1000 BCE. 


1868- International Congress on Prehistoric Archaeology 


Interestingly, the International Congress of Prehistoric archaeology held at London in 1868 gives many 
interesting details about these””, where many experts of “Victorian” archaeology and anthropology 
participated. They were all connected with the naming and deciding the lithic, metallic cultures and of 
racial features of men of the world. Some of them are mentioned as follows: 


Edward Brunett Tylor Sir John Lubbock Rey. William Collings Lukis 
Edward Thomas Stevens J. H. Lamprey Robert Bruce Foote 
August Christoph Carl Vogt Barry Hooker Sir Walter Elliot 

John Staurt Mill George Busk Gen. Cotton 

Sir J. Simpson T. H. Huxley ES. Ellis 


They discussed the issues of prehistoric India comparing with that of the other cultures, particularly 
that of the European. Robert Bruce Foote, Sir Walter Elliot and others participated and presented their 
papers on “On Quartzite Implements of Paleolithic Types from the Laterite Formation of the East Coast of 
Southern India’ and “On the Ancient Sepulchral Remains in Southern India, and particularly of those 
in the Nilgiri Mountains,” and “, On certain Druidic Monuments in Berkshire.” The important points 
discussed are listed below. 


The megaliths of South India and that of Druids used as a “place of worship” 


A. L. Lewis”® had made the comparison and noted the following points: 
1. Earlier Bruce Foote” pointed out that, “Flint implements closely resembling those found in 
England and France had also been discovered in Spain and India”. 


2. John Stuart*® noted that, “Like circles are found in Ireland and in England, and they are 
traceable across the Continent of Europe to India, where they are also found in aggregated 
groups’. 

3. A. L. Lewis pointed out that, the Tombs are found in India frequently even without any 
covering. 


4, An arrangement of stones in lines in India is described by Colonel Forbes Leslie in his most 
interesting work on the ‘ Early Races of Scotland.’ 


5. A. L. Lewis recorded, “As India is full of monuments of this kind, and as they are also found 
in many countries between India and Britain, I think that when we find circles of stones and 
lines of stones used as temples in which to offer sacrifices in India, it goes a very long way to 
prove that the circles and lines of stones of similar plan, though larger size, found in Gaul and 
Britain, were intended for the same purpose”. 


6. A. L. Lewis noted that, “I should remind you that the number of stones employed in the 
construction of the small circles in India, equals the number of persons or tribes engaged in 


the worship of the God”. 


7. Mr. Stevens*' pointed out the close resemblance which exists between many of the ancient 
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megalithic structures and others still used for sacrificial purposes in the Dekhan of India, 
which last are known to be places of worship, and not burial-places. 


Here, the comparison of Indus Pasupati seal with that of Celtic vase / Gundestrup cauldron 
[picture can be remembered, as both exhibit the same or similar features. Therefore, during the last 
150 years, what happened to those sites is not known. ASI or the TN State archaeological department 
did not care about the sites, conduct further excavations or record the proceedings. The important 
point is the treatment of Indian and European cultures differently and consigning the former to a lesser 
chronology. Lawrence S. Leshnik® used the expressions Pandukal, pandukal burial, pandukal complex 
in the context of Nagpur excavations carried on. He also points out how J. H. Riveet-Carnac, G. G. 
Pearse, Lyall, W. T. Blandford and others were excavating hundreds of cairns in the Nagpur area*’. 
Notably, many Indian scholars have been silent about this “Pandu” issue with lithic excavations. B. 
K. Gururaja Rao, though mentioned Pandavapura (French rocks) and Pandavarajar dhiba, was silent 
about Pandukuli*. 


Conclusion 


In view of the above detailed information, discussed facts and inferred sources, the following points 
are submitted as concluding interpretation in the context: The Pandavakulis have been well-known in 
Southern India and the people knew very well about their existence and antiquity. 
1. The evidences for them have been pointed out and discussed from the Tamil manuscripts and 
similar manuscripts could be available in Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam also and they can 
be studied and facts brought out by the researchers. 


2. Definitely, the expression used point to prehistoric Paleolithic, protohistoric chalcolithic and 
historic monuments, particularly tombs. 


3. Like Todas, Kotas, Kurumbas and Irulas, the tribes of other areas of Andhra, Karnataka and 
Kerala must be having the traditions of lithic cultures dating back to prehistoric periods ad 
such details should be researched and brought out for comparative studies. 


4, ‘The place of burials or the places of worship had / have been in existence, but, disturbed by 
the periodical lootings by the Mohammedans since 14" century and excavations carried on by 
the European researchers since 18" century. All these have to be documented for sequential 
and consequential changes taking place. 


5. The European explorers, colonial rulers and company researchers of all sorts had worked 
together, met many times and decided the issues regarding prehistoric Paleolithic, protohistoric 
chalcolithic and historic monuments, as pointed out specifically. Such co-operation has not 
been there among the Indian counterparts. 


6. Without understanding such facts, if the Indian counterparts and researchers carry out studies 
with bias, prejudice and preconceived notions, the facts cannot be brought out. 


7. For the last 200 to 300 years, there had / have been excavations and the details discussed in 
the various manuscripts, records and books (printed only 20, 50 or so for circulation among 
themselves), they have to be studied carefully to understand the background of the subject, 
issue and historiography involved. 


8. As for as India is concerned, the lithic cultures and metallic evidences as observed from the 
thousands of excavations carried on at different places of the ancient India (not the 1947-India) 
have to be studied in a broader perspective, taking local evidences in to account. 


Pandukuli- From Prehistoric Paleolithic to Protohistoric Chalcolithic and Historic Monuments 569 


10. 


lI. 


9. The megaliths containing coins and other evidences might bridge the gap of te peak period of 
the Indus Valley Civilization (2250-1950 BCE) and the Mauryan period (300-150 BCE). 


10. The people like Todas, Kadas, Badagas, Irulas, Kurumbas and others cannot be dubbed as tribes 
or tribals, as the science and technology behind their lithic, ceramic and metallic evidences 
have been much refined, developed and advanced and more excellent than that of the 17 
century Europe and 18% century America. 


NOTES 


‘The site Pandava Rajar Dhiba was first excavated by B.B. Lal in 1954-57. While it was the first Chalcolithic 
or Copper Age site to be discovered, a number of other sites have been discovered in an area spread 
over the districts of Birbhum, Bardhaman, Bankura and Midnapore, and interspersed by rivers Brahmani, 
Mayurakshi, Kopai, Ajay, Kunur, Damodar, Dwarakesvar, Shilabati, and Rupnarayan later in 1962 to 63 
the archaeology department of West Bengal excavated some areas of ajay,Kunur,kopay in Birbhum and 
Bardhaman district through this excavation the archaeologists found some elements of ancient civilizations 
that was existed in 1500 BCE the excavated site nearest the South Bank of a river origin name as Rajar dhibi 
as The Scholars found its main Mound associate with the “Pandu Raja” mentioned in the Mahabharata . 
There were two main periods — the Chalcolithic period around 1600 BCE — 750 BCE, and the Iron Age. 


Paresh Chandra Dasgupta, 1964; IAR 1961-62:59-62; 1962-63:43-46; 1963-64:61-62; 1964-65:46-48; 
hip tobbenensstcascantake , The Excavations at Pandu Rajar Dhibi, A Bulletin of the Directorate of Archaeology, 
West Bengal, 1964. 


TAR 1984-85:97-98. 


The Karnataka District Gazetteer, Mandya gives these details, supported by the archaeological excavation 
reports of K. R. Srinivasan, M. S. Krishnamurthy, Mahadeva and others. 


All the manuscripts have now been shifted to the 7" floor of Anna Library, Kotturpuram, Chennai from 
the Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras University, Chepauk campus. 


S. Soundarapandiyan (Ed.), Panddukkuzhi Varalaru (History of Pandukuli), in Tondaimandala Varalarugal 
(Tamil), Histories of Tondai Mandalam, Oriental Manuscript Library, Chennai, 1997, pp.216-227. 
LOOIL- SEL, UTL_ OSS 1D), LITE FLOTH), uiTovoileuret Sih, uirsvieuret SCreiled, uGiy 
SO, sured) So, preacret ofc, Symis> Lome —these are the Tamil words used specifically. 
The traditional date of Mahabharata as noted by many historians from Kalhana to V. D. Mahajan has been 
based on the astronomical works like Surya Siddhanta, Aryabhatiyam etc. Now, planetary software also 
confirms such dating. 


Kurumbas could be the tribes living on the Coromandel coast, as they had ship-type coins, as pointed out 
by Sir Walter Elliot and then pushed inside or they could be the mediators of the importers and exporters 
for the goods bartered and traded. 


That is these places were taken over by the Hindus fro the Jains and Buddhists during 6" century to the 
medieval periods. But, prehistoric and protohistoric periods are dealt with and their chronology goes 
before c.300 BCE. 


A kistvaen or cistvaen is a tomb or burial chamber formed from flat stone slabs in a box-like shape. If set 
completely underground, it may be covered by a tumulus. The word is derived from the Welsh cist (chest) 
and maen (stone). The term originated in relation to Celtic structures, typically pre-Christian, but in 
antiquarian scholarship of the 19th and early 20th centuries it was sometimes applied to similar structures 
outside the Celtic world. 


12. J. W. Breeks, An Account of the Primitive Tribes and Monuments of the Nilagiris, India Museum, London, 


1873, p.57. 
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Ibid, p.109. 


Jens Jacob Asmusen Worsaac, Primeval Antiquities of Denmark, p.v., Introduction. quoted by J.W. Breeks, 
p.72. 


J.W.Breeks, An Account of the Primitive Tribes and Monuments of the Nilagiris, India Museum, London, 
1873, pp.72-110; objects found n the cairns and cromlechs pp.126-137; photos LXXXII (82) appended. 


This is pointed out because, in their writings, they had imported many biblical ideas in comparing the 
Indian tribes with that o the last 12 tribes, the deluge narratives with Arc, dwelling spirits in the burials and 
their reincarnation with resurrection and so on. How Caldwell tried to interpret Pandu with the ancient 
tribes, instead of the Pandavas has been pointed out. 


Edgar Thurston, Ethnographical notes on South India, Govt. Press, Madras, 1906, p.147-148. 


Alexander Rea was conducting many important prehistoric sites at Adichanallur, Tinneveli, Perumbur, 
Tindivanam etc., as could be noted from the issues of JASB, ARASMC, etc. 


Edgar Thurston, 7he Madras Presidency with Mysore, Coorg and the Associated States, Cambridge University 
Press, 1913,pp.139-140. 


Walter Elliot, On Ancient Sepulchral Remains in Southern India and particularly of those in the Nilagiri 
Mountains, in the session of ICPA-HI-1868, pp.240-255. 


Mackanzie collection, Second Report on the Mackenzie MSS., by the Rev. W. Taylor, in Journal of Madras 
Literary Society, vol.vii. 305. See also Fourth Report, vol. viii. 32. 


J. Babington, Description of the Pandoo Coolies in Malabar: With four Drawings, Transactions of the Literary 
Society of Bombay, Vol.II, London, 1823, p.330. 


The Sketch D was taken of another of these Topee Kalis, not far distant from the others, ere it was examined 
and consequently destroyed by me in November 1819, when engaged in investigating the subject of these 
antiquities on the western coast - Calicut. 


K. Rajan, Appropriation of the megalithic burials as cult spots ad temples: A Study on the Megaliths in Tamilnadu- 
Kerala border Regions, Proceedings of the Indian History Congress , 2013, Vol. 74 (2013), pp. 815-825. 


J. Babington, Description of the Pandoo Coolies in Malabar: With four Drawings, Transactions of the Literary 
Society of Bombay, Vol.III, London, 1823, pp.324-330. 


Sir Walter Elliot has given sketches of the burials facing p.no.257. 


W. Taylor, Report on the Macanzies Manuscripts, Manuscript book No. 14.—Countermark 768, Account 
of Pandoo coolies {Pantacurzis) in the Jaghirey and Arcot districts, written from different verbal accounts. 
This paper contains an account of certain subterranean, or excavations, as if they were tombs discovered 
at various places : of the exact nature or character of these pits there appears to be no certain knowledge; 
but the writer has collected, and stated, the traditionary accounts of people near the places, where those 
excavations were found ; by which they are ascribed. MJLS, Vol.VIL, pp.305-306 


The International Congress of Prehistoric archaeology: Transactions of the Third Session (ICPA-III), held 
at London, Longman, Green and Co., London, 1868. Hereinafter mentioned as ICPA-III-1868. 
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